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If the reader will imagine a country somewhat larger than the United Kingdom situated in a part of

the European continent which renders it accessible from almost every side, and can conceive of

eight or nine great hordes of armed savages tens or hundreds of thousands strong, with many

smaller ones, pouring intermittently, and even simultaneously in some instances, into that devoted

territory, and there alternately burning and plundering or making slaves of each other or of the

original settlers, during a continuous period of more than a thousand years, then he will have formed

some idea of poor Romania (or perhaps it would be more correct to say of the territories north and

south of the lower Danube) as it existed between the end of the third and of the thirteenth

centuries...
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The book is written in 19th century (and  product description lies about the publication date!!!), so

the story stops around 1890. The book covers the ancient and medieval periods quite well though.
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